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PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING

* THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity,

*+ one God,

the foundation of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.



We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning you created us in your image

and placed us in a well-watered garden.

In the desert, you promised pools of water for the
parched, and you gave us water from the rock.

When we did not know the way,

you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters.
At the cross, you washed us from Jesus’ wounded side,
and on this day, you shower us again

with the water of life.

We praise you for your salvation through water,
for the water in this font, and for all water everywhere.

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.
Satisfy all who thirst, and give us the life only you can give.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ,
our living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

now and forever.

Amen.

* GATHERING SONG ELW # 723
‘Canticle of the Turning’

1. My soul cries out with a joyful shout
That the God of my heart is great,
And my spirit sings of the wondrous things
That you bring to the ones who wait.
You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight,
And my weakness you did not spurn,
So from east to west shall my name be blest.
Could the world be about to turn?

(‘Gathering Song’ continues on Next Page.)



Refrain: My heart shall sing of the day you bring.
Let the fires of your justice burn.
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,
And the world is about to turn.

2. Though | am small, my God, my all,
You work great things in me,
And your mercy will last from the depths of the past
To the end of the age to be.
Your very name puts the proud to shame,
And to those who would for you yearn,
You will show your might, put the strong to flight,
For the world is about to turn.  (Refrain)

3. From the halls of power to the fortress tower,
Not a stone will be left on stone.
Let the king beware for your justice tears
Every tyrant from his throne.
The hungry poor shall weep no more,
For the food they can never earn;
There are tables spread, every mouth be fed,
For the world is about to turn.  (Refrain)

4. Though the nations rage from age to age,
We remember who holds us fast:
God’s mercy must deliver us
From the conqueror’s crushing grasp.
This saving word that our forebears heard
Is the promise which holds us bound,
Till the spear and rod can be crushed by God,
Who is turning the world around.  (Refrain)

Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat. Music: Irish traditional.



* GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

* PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving
your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us
such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in
striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world
may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8

'Hear what the LORD says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.

’Hear, you mountains, the case of the LORD,
and you enduring foundations of the earth,

for the LORD has a case against his people,
and he will contend with Israel.

3“0 my people, what have | done to you?
In what have | wearied you? Answer me!
“For | brought you up from the land of Egypt
and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and | sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.
O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab
devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”



®“With what shall | come before the LORD
and bow myself before God on high?

Shall | come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?

’Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”

®He has told you, O mortal, what is good,
and what does the LORD require of you

but to do justice and to love kindness
and to walk humbly with your God?

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM Chancel Choir

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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* GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12

The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew, the fifth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain,
and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. ’And he
began to speak and taught them, saying:



3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be com-
forted.

>“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

®“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteous-
ness, for they will be filled.

’“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8«Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called
children of God.

0«Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

1«glessed are you when people revile you and persecute
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my
account. ’Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets
who were before you.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON Vicar John Evans

* CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,



God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God, begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated

at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the
church, the whole human community, and the well-being of
the earth, our home.

A brief silence.

God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit,
that it may do justice, love kindness, live humbly, and boldly



proclaim Christ crucified. We pray for social justice and
humanitarian aid ministries. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your crea-
tion. We pray for the health of old growth forests, ice caps,
and ocean currents. Preserve the diversity of life on earth.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve
with integrity and respect human rights. Increase freedom in
every nation. Protect educators, journalists, artists, and reli-
gious activists who are reviled for speaking truth. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of
persecution, poverty, or war. Reunite separated families and
bring orphaned children to safety. Comfort any who grieve
or suffer in any way, especially Wayne Eisenberg, Darryll
Kuhns, Anita Moreno, Lyn Morris, Laura Orner, Teresa
Rodgers, Jerry Warner, Alyson, Kim Bauer, Ron Ebbert, Dot
Gulden, Jenni Kane, the family of Shelley Kump, Peg Lady,
Kevin Lochbaum, Samuel MacPherson, and all those we
name in our hearts. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this
congregation, and for parents, grandparents, mentors,
teachers, and youth ministers who model love for their
neighbor and care for others. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our joy, we give thanks for the lives of those before us
who journeyed humbly with you. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.



Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and
answers us, we commend all for whom we pray to God’s
loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

* PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Let us share signs of peace as we greet one another.

MEAL
OFFERING

* OFFERTORY: ‘Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow’
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* OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.

God of majesty,

no eye has seen, no ear has heard

what you have prepared for those who love you,

yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy.
Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign
of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



DIALOGUE: ‘The Great Thanksgiving’
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* PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at

all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved
Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed
your glory.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

* THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O holy God:
you are the Life and Light of all.

By your powerful word you created all things.
Through the prophets you called your people
to be a light to the nations.

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.
He is your Light, shining in our darkness
and revealing to us your mercy and might.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,
his preaching and healing,
his dying and rising,
and his promise to come again,
we await that day when all the universe
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light.



By your Spirit bless us and this meal,
that, refreshed with this heavenly food,
we may be light for the world,
revealing the brilliance of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.

Amen.

* LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.



COMMUNION SONG: ‘Lamb of God’
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* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Radiant God,

we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.

In the sacrament of his body and blood
you have drawn us to your heart.
Send us from this table with delight,

that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love,
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
* BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *F give you peace.

Amen.



* SENDING SONG
‘Blest Are They’

1. Blest are they, the poor in spirit;
Theirs is the kingdom of God.
Blest are they, full of sorrow;
They shall be consoled.

Refrain: Rejoice and be glad!
Blessed are you, holy are you!
Rejoice and be glad!
Yours is the kingdom of God!

2. Blest are they, the lowly ones;
They shall inherit the earth.
Blest are they who hunger and thirst;
They shall have their fill.  (Refrain)

3. Blest are they who show mercy;
Mercy shall be theirs.
Blest are they, the pure of heart;
They shall see God.  (Refrain)

4. Blest are they who seek peace;
They are the children of God.
Blest are they who suffer in faith;
The glory of God is theirs.  (Refrain)

5. Blest are you who suffer hate,
All because of me.
Rejoice, be glad, yours is the kingdom;
Shine for all to see.  (Refrain)

Text: David Haas, b. 1957. Music: David Haas.

ELW # 728



* DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

* POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. Al rights reserved.
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* “WELCOME and THANK YOU!” -

A special “Welcome and Thank You to Vicar John Evans
and the Rev. Dr. Richard Michael for joining us today
and leading us in worship. We are so grateful for your

leadership and for today’s special message. Your
time and support are greatly appreciated!



The Ministers of Worship & Service

Presiding Ministers Vicar John Evans

The Rev. Dr. Richard Michael
Organist/Pianist Ellie Vranich
Chancel Choir Coordinator Ellie Vranich
Children’s Choir Director Josie Pelc
Children’s Choir Accompanist Andy Pelc
Altar Guild Sue Kuhn
Head Usher Jim Ridinger
Ushers/Greeters/Communion Assistants (Volunteers)
Lector Josie Pelc
Acolytes (Volunteers)
Sound Technician (Volunteer)
Administrative Assistant Kathy Singley
Head Counter/Offering Counters (TBD)

The Altar Flowers are presented to the Glory of God and in
honor of my grandchildren, by Ruth Sobotor.

Communion Notes: All baptized Christians are invited to the
table. Children who have not received instruction in the Sacra-
ment may come forward for a blessing. Communion in the
pews is available for anyone who wishes. Please notify an
usher.

Grape Juice is available for those who avoid alcohol. After
receiving bread, go to a Communion Assistant and ask for a
vessel from the rack. The Communion Assistant will provide
the blessing.

Welcome Visitors: It is a pleasure having you join us for wor-
ship today. Please sign our guest book in the back of the church.
If you would like to offer any comments on your worship experi-
ence at Trinity or have a request, please send us a note to P.O.
Box 309, Arendtsville, PA 17303 or by email at trinityarendtsville
office@gmail.com.




Giving from 12/1/25 -12/31/25:

Current $9,803.00
Building 148.00
Benevolence 284.00
Total: $10,235.00

- Thank you for your offering contributions! -

MTD & YTD Income/Expenses as of December 2025:

December 2025 YTD 2025
Income $10,255.54 $141,653.49
Expenses 6,112.06 158,636.71
Excess Income/Expenses: S 4,143.48 ($ 16,983.22)

Weekly Attendance for December 2025:
Dec.7-24 Dec.14-39 Dec.21-74 Dec.24-83 Dec.28-15

Calendar for 2/1/26 — 2/8/26:
Sunday 2/1 Annual Congregational Meeting 10 am
(Following Worship — Social Room with Luncheon)
Worship & Music Committee Meeting
(Following the Meeting/Luncheon)
Confirmation Class (Trinity) 6-7:30 pm
Sunday 2/8 Anthem Presentation: Children’s Choir
(9 am Worship Service)
NO Confirmation Class

Sunday School for all ages begins at 8 a.m. each Sunday.

Children’s Choir practices each Sunday in the Social Room dur-
ing the 8 a.m. Sunday School hour. All youth are welcome to
participate.

Services Available in Person and YouTube Live. All are invited
to join together in person or online (via YouTube Live) each
Sunday to share in worship together. Regular worship with
one service is held at 9 a.m. For the appropriate online link or
additional information and resources for worship, go to the
website at: trinityarendtsville.org.




Sermons and Worship Resources Available. Sermons are
available via Trinity’s podcast. Just search for “Trinity Lutheran
Church: Arendtsville” in iTunes or find them on our Facebook
page. The Trinity website also offers resources for worship.

Go to: trinityarendtsville.org.
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NOTICE:

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

* TODAY: SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1
10:00 a.m.

Today, Sunday, February 1, 2026, following the 9 a.m. wor-
ship service, the rescheduled Annual Congregational Meeting
with luncheon will be held in the Social Room. We will gather
together to review the reports for 2025, celebrate our suc-
cesses, discuss the challenges of 2025, and learn what is
planned for 2026. Please join us!
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Q—/ * February 1, 2026 *

Our Prayer List: 4 weeks

Wayne Eisenberg (neighbor of Ruth Sobotor)
Darryll Kuhns (friend of Betty Ann Bryan)

Anita Moreno (Trinity member)

Lyn Morris (friend of Betty Ann Bryan)

Laura Orner (recovery from hip replacement surgery)
Teresa Rodgers (health issues)

Jerry Warner (neighbor of Ruth Sobotor)

Family and Friends of Shelley Kump®

Our Long Term Prayer List: 2 months

Alyson (friend of Kathy Wholaver)

Kim Bauer (friend of Ira Lady family)

Ron Ebbert (rehab/recovery)

Dot Gulden (Trinity member)

Jenni Kane (recovery from a fall)

Peg Lady (Trinity member)

Kevin Lochbaum (friend of Ridinger Family — serious health issues)
Samuel MacPherson (nephew of Josie Pelc — treatments)

Prayer List Submission Guidelines

Names on “Our Prayer List” will run for four weeks, unless otherwise re-
quested. Those names marked with an ( * ) will indicate the fourth week
and be subject to removal. If you wish to have them stay on, please let us
know or the names will be removed from the list. Names on the “Long
Term Prayer List” will run for two months. To place someone on the list,
fill out the following form and give it to an usher, place in the offering
plate, or give it to the church office.

Person:

Which List? Our Prayer List Long Term

Your Name:




Something Bigger Than Us

The beatitudes could easily be read as a list of rewards and
consequences, and the kind of behaviors that will merit one or
the other. We are well accustomed to understanding the
world in such terms. Children receive rewards for good behav-
ior. Students earn awards or scholarships. Athletes win med-
als or trophies. Success is a ladder we climb and, if we’ve done
our part, our job is rewarded in the end.

Jesus talks about a great reward, but it’s not one we can
earn. On a closer look, the nature of many of the so-called
“blessings” in the beatitudes is as much about what is done to
us as about anything we do for ourselves. Jesus begins his ser-
mon by going up the mountain, but his words push us not to
new heights but to greater depths. Poverty of spirit, mourn-
ing, meekness, hunger, thirst, and persecution—these are not
behaviors to strive toward for a reward. Instead, they are cir-
cumstances in which we can find ourselves when the ladder
we’ve been climbing falls to the ground. Alternatively, to be
merciful or pure in heart or a peacemaker is to choose to get
off the ladder altogether for the sake of something bigger
than our small selves.

The beatitudes as a whole suggest that Jesus wants more
for us than simply collecting a heavenly prize in the end. His
blessings assure us that all along the way, no matter our cir-
cumstances, we have an inherent, God-given dignity that no
one and nothing can strip from us. At the table of Christ, all
who hunger and thirst for righteousness are filled. This meal
isn’t awarded to us for a job well done. Rather, it feeds us for
the work still to be done, that of sharing God’s mercy and
peace with others.




Announcements for February 1, 2026

i

i

TODAY: Confirmation Class will meet from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at
Trinity. Next Class: Sunday, Feb. 15.

Feb. 18: Join Us for What’s Cookin’! On Wednesday, Feb.
18, all youth from Pre-K to Grade 6 are invited to gather for
another great evening of What's Cookin’ with a noted change
of time being from 6 to 7 p.m. with location yet to be deter-
mined. The youth will have the opportunity to enjoy a light meal
together, followed by a Bible-based lesson and fun activity. At
7 p.m., the youth and their families are welcome to attend the
Ash Wednesday Service. (See next page or bulletin boards.)

Feb. 4: Adams County Church Women United will meet on
Wednesday, Feb. 4, at 11:30 a.m. at Gettysburg Church of the
Brethren, 1710 Biglerville Road. Please bring a bagged lunch.
Dessert and beverages will be provided. Following the lunch-
eon, Suzanne Landis will speak on Human Rights. Invite a
friend. No reservations needed.

Support Needed! ... “Thank You” to those who have provided
monetary donations to support our efforts in assisting the Get-
tysburg Soup Kitchen once a month in feeding God'’s people a
hot meal six days a week. We continue to assist and are look-
ing for support for the upcoming months — February through
December. If you would like to provide a donation for a month,
we have in the past suggested a donation of $50, but any
amount is appreciated. Please see Ruth Sobotor (717-253-
5650) or Jan McQuaid (717-398-2106) if you would like to help.

Staying in Touch with Homebound Members. Before leav-
ing, Pastor Ben asked the Outreach & Service Committee to
have people stay in touch with our homebound members. If
you are interested in visiting and/or calling one of these mem-
bers, please contact Jan McQuaid at 717-398-2106.

NEEDED: Plastic Grocery Store Bags. John’s Meals is in
need of plastic grocery store bags. If you can provide bags,
please place them in the container by the stairs in the down-
stairs narthex. Thank you!

Adult Church Choir. Trinity’s Chancel Choir is always looking
for more members. If you have an interest in singing and would
like to join the group, please talk to Ellie Vranich or Betty Ann
Bryan. We sing about two Sundays a month. Ellie is our man-
ager, coordinator, and pianist!! We meet at 8:30 a.m. in the
Parlor on the Sundays that we sing. We practice the selected
hymn two or three times, and then we perform during the wor-
ship service. No night rehearsals. All very easy!



— What s Cookin J

Hey, Kids! It’s time for What’s Cookin’ 2025-2026!

Preschoolers through 6th Graders are invited to join us at
Trinity Lutheran Church (38 North High Street, Arendtsville)
for our monthly What’s Cookin’ program! On the
third Wednesday of each month from 6:00-7:30pm,
we will gather for a light meal, fun, and
Bible-themed lessons and activities.

Mark your calendars now,
so you don't miss out on the fun!

February 18*

*6-7pm w/option to attend the Ash Wednesday
service at 7pm with location yet to be
determined (Trinity / Zion UCC)

March 18

April 15

Contact Ellie Vranich if you would like to volunteer to help
or if your family/organization/committee would like
to provide the meal for one of our monthly gatherings
(evranich@comcast.net or 717-357-3800).

All kids are WELCOME! Bring a friend!!
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The opportunity is
available to sponsor
the Sanctuary Candle, ,
the Bulletins, or 1

an Anthem!

It is a wonderful way
to express your appreciation
and love for someone you find special
in your life or dear to your heart.

The Sanctuary Candle can be sponsored at $5, and the
Bulletins can be sponsored at $15. Sponsorship of the
Anthem is available at $20, when chosen by the choir director.
A request requiring music to be purchased is $50.

A sponsorship can be in honor of someone special or
a special occasion, in memory of, or to the Glory of God.
Forms are available on the usher’s table outside the sanctuary
and on the bulletin boards. For availability of dates or if you
have questions, feel free to contact the church office at:

trinityarendtsvilleoffice@gmail.com or 717-677-8921



