IND SUNDAYMW

YEARA

* December 7, 2025 °
9:00 a.m. Service
(In-person & Online)

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
Arendtsville, Pennsylvania



Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
Arendtsville, PA

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Year A
e December 7, 2025 o

Office 717-677-8921 trinityarendtsvilleoffice@gmail.com
(Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 3:00-6:00 pm)

* Congregation stands, as able

(Pastor’s parts) — in light print
ALL join in! —in bold print

PRELUDE: ‘An Advent Prayer’ by Stairs

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God,
whose home is heaven and earth,
whose salvation is sure.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence for reflection.

Long-expected God,
we confess that we look to ourselves
for the peace and security only you can provide.



We reach for swords and spears,

reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war.

We become impatient while waiting

and weary of keeping awake.

Free us from self-reliance,

and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors.
Increase our trust in God’s timing,

and awaken us to your advent among us,

that we may abound in the hope you have promised.
Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve,

but according to God’s own righteousness.
7+ You are freed and forgiven,

saved by grace,

and ready to welcome the Savior.

Amen.

* GATHERING SONG ELW # 264
‘Prepare the Royal Highway’

1. Prepare the royal highway;
The King of kings is near!
Let every hill and valley a level road appear!
Then greet the King of glory,
Foretold in sacred story:

Refrain: Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s word!

2. God’s people, see him coming:
Your own eternal king!
Palm branches strew before him!
Spread garments! Shout and sing!
God’s promise will not fail you!
No more shall doubt assail you! (Refrain)



3. Then fling the gates wide open
To greet your promised king!
Your king, yet every nation
Its tribute too may bring.

All lands will bow before him;
Their voices join your singing:

Refrain: Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s word!

4. Hisis no earthly kingdom;
It comes from heaven above.
His rule is peace and freedom
And justice, truth, and love.
So let your praise be sounding
For kindness so abounding: (Refrain)

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1722-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship. Music: Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.

* GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

* PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your
only Son. By his coming nurture our growth as people of
repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



WORD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10

'A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
*The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
*His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see

or decide by what his ears hear,
*but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor

and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
*Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist

and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

®*The wolf shall live with the lamb;
the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
the calf and the lion will feed together,
and a little child shall lead them.
"The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the
adder’s den.

*They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain,

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.

'%0n that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to



the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwell-
ing shall be glorious.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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* GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12

The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew, the third chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness
of Judea, proclaiming, *“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
has come near.” >This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah
spoke when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord;

make his paths straight.” ”
*Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey.
>Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the
Jordan were going out to him, ®and they were baptized by
him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins.

’But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees
coming for his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?

! Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, %and do not
presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our



ancestor,” for | tell you, God is able from these stones to
raise up children to Abraham. °Even now the ax is lying at
the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not
bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

14| haptize you with water for repentance, but the one
who is coming after me is more powerful than |, and | am
not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire. *’His winnowing fork is in his hand, and
he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into
the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable
fire.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH
HYMN: ‘O Come, O Come, Emmanuel’ ELW # 257

Verse 1: O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to you, O Israel.

Verse 2: O Come, O Wisdom from on high,
Embracing all things far and nigh:
In strength and beauty come and stay;
Teach us your will and guide our way.

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to you, O Israel.



PRAYER FOR LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH CANDLES

Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again.
You fasten righteousness around your waist

and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire.

Bless us as we mirror your mighty fire in these simple flames,
and teach us to mirror your justice in the paths we prepare.
We ask that peace abound,

until none hurt or destroy over all the earth.

Amen.

SERMON Rev. Dr. Martin Zimmann

* CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God, begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated

at the right hand of the Father.



He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer,
O God, trusting your promise to renew the church, the
nations, and the whole creation.

A brief silence.

With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around
the world. Unite hearts and minds in work to address pov-
erty, access to housing, and equity among peoples. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

With counsel and might, move us to care for creation. As we
dream of the day when all creatures will flourish alongside
one another, guide us in ways humanity and all creation will
mutually thrive. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to
live in harmony with one another. We pray for international
student and teacher exchanges, for our partner churches,



and for the shared mission of Lutheran World Relief and
Lutheran Disaster Response. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those
who have lost hope in the face of grief, depression, or dis-
ease. We pray especially for Beverly Brilhart, Wayne Eisen-
berg, Anita Moreno, Laura Orner, Teresa Rodgers, Ann
Thomas, Donald Waddell, Jerry Warner, Alyson, Kim Bauer,
Ron Ebbert, Dot Gulden, Jenni Kane, Shelley Kump and her
family, Peg Lady, Kevin Lochbaum, Samuel MacPherson, and
all those we name in our hearts. Renew the spirits of those
recovering from surgery and medical procedures. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in our shared
ministry to overcome all that divides. In acts of repentance,
reconciliation, and reparation, may we serve in the way of
Christ. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

With joy and peace, we remember our ancestors in the faith.
Fill us with the hope of the Holy Spirit now and into the ages
of ages. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
Amen.

* PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Let us share signs of peace as we greet one another.



MEAL
OFFERING

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: ‘Once He Came in Blessing’ by Burkhardt

* OFFERTORY: ‘Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow’
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* OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.

Nourishing God,

you are water in the wilderness

and streams in the desert.

Through this meal, satisfy our parched places,
that we may rejoice and be for the world
signs of your kingdom come.

Amen.

* DIALOGUE: ‘The Great Thanksgiving’
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
* PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at
all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the
Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things
new in the day when he comes to judge the world in
righteousness.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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* THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, the Beginning and the End,

our Salvation and our Hope,

we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty.
When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair,

you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy.

At this end of the ages
your Son Jesus came to bring us your love
and to heal all the suffering world.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,
his life, death, and resurrection,
we await his coming again
in righteousness and peace.
Send your Spirit on us
and on this bread and wine we share:
strengthen our faith,
increase our hope,
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son.



Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.

Amen.

* LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.



COMMUNION SONG: ‘Lamb of God’
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* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

God our host,

at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.

Send us forth, eager to share the feast,
welcome the stranger,

and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

SENDING

* BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *F give you peace.

Amen.



* SENDING SONG ELW # 267
‘Joy to the World’

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king;
Let every heart prepare him room
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

2. Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3. No more let sin and sorrow grow
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow
Far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.

4. He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness
And wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,
And wonders, wonders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748. Music: English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872.

* DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God.



* POSTLUDE: ‘An Advent Postlude’ by Hughes

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyri
Reprinted by permission under Augsbu

©2025 Augsburg Fortress. Al rights reserved.
rtress Liturgies Annual License #5AS103519.

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

All hymns reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under OneLicense.net #728167-A; expires 1/12/2026.
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* THANK YOU! -

A special “Thank You” to the Rev. Dr. Martin Zimmann
for joining us once again and leading us in worship.
Thank you so much for your leadership and for
your special message. It is so greatly appreciated!

* %k ok ok ok ok ok ok

* THANK YOU! -

A special “Thank You” to Organist Doug Mummert
for joining us today and leading us in songs of worship
and praise. Thank you for the opportunity to enjoy
your fine musical talent. It is truly appreciated!



The Ministers of Worship & Service

Presiding Minister Rev. Dr. Martin Zimmann
Organist Doug Mummert
Organist/Pianist Ellie Vranich
Chancel Choir Coordinator Ellie Vranich
Children’s Choir Director Josie Pelc
Children’s Choir Accompanist Andy Pelc
Altar Guild Sue Kuhn
Head Usher Jim Ridinger
Ushers/Greeters/Communion Assistants (Volunteers)
Lector Fannie Woerner
Acolytes (Volunteers)
Sound Technician (Volunteer)
Administrative Assistant Kathy Singley
Head Counter/Offering Counters (TBD)

The Altar Flowers are presented to the Glory of God and in
honor of the young people of this church, by Sue Kuhn.

The Sanctuary Candle burns to the Glory of God and in loving
memory of Jay and Carolyn Swisher and Victor and Gladys
Woerner, by Leo and Fannie Woerner.

Communion Notes: All baptized Christians are invited to the
table. Children who have not received instruction in the Sacra-
ment may come forward for a blessing. Communion in the pews
is available for anyone who wishes. Please notify an usher.

Grape Juice is available for those who avoid alcohol. Just take a
vessel from the rack as you approach the altar. After receiving
bread, go to a communion assistant for the blessing.

Welcome Visitors: It is a pleasure having you join us for wor-
ship today. Please sign our guest book in the back of the church.
If you would like to offer any comments on your worship experi-
ence at Trinity or have a request, please send us a note to P.O.
Box 309, Arendtsville, PA 17303 or by email at trinityarendtsville
office@gmail.com.




Giving from 10/1/25 - 10/31/25:

Current $10,024.72
Building 1,421.00
Benevolence 208.00
Total: $11,653.72

- Thank you for your offering contributions! -

MTD & YTD Income/Expenses as of October 2025:

October 2025 YTD 2025
Income $11,674.24 $114,854.48
Expenses 11,348.19 144,727.82
Excess Income/Expenses: S 326.05 (S 29,873.34)

Weekly Attendance for October 2025:
Oct.5-16 Oct. 12 - 27 Oct. 19 - 37 Oct. 26 -40

Calendar for 12/7/25 - 12/14/25

Sunday 12/7 Confirmation Class (Trinity) 6-7:30 pm
Saturday 12/13 ‘Live Nativity’ 5-7 pm

(Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Bendersville)
Sunday 12/14 Anthem Presentation: Children’s Choir

(9 am Worship Service)

Choir Practice (Children’s Choir/Adult Choir) 10 am
(Pizza Lunch following Practice)

Final Donations: Bonnie’s Mitten Tree
Confirmation Class (Trinity) 6-7:30 pm

Sunday School for all ages begins at 8 a.m. each Sunday.

Children’s Choir practices each Sunday in the Social Room
during the 8 a.m. Sunday School hour. All youth are welcome
to participate.




Services Available in Person and YouTube Live. All are invited
to join together in person or online (via YouTube Live) each
Sunday to share in worship together. Regular worship with
one service is held at 9 a.m. For the appropriate online link or
additional information and resources for worship, go to the
website at: trinityarendtsville.org.

Sermons and Worship Resources Available. Sermons are
available via Trinity’s podcast. Just search for “Trinity Lutheran
Church: Arendtsville” in iTunes or find them on our Facebook
page. The Trinity website also offers resources for worship.

Go to: trinityarendtsville.org.
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PLEASE NOTE:

* PASTORAL CARE FOR DECEMBER °
REV. SUSAN SCOTT

For pastoral care needs, she can be contacted at:
pastorsusanscott2022@gmail.com
Phone 717-497-1013
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Our Prayer List: 4 weeks

Beverly Brilhart (recovery from fractured ankle)
Wayne Eisenberg (neighbor of Ruth Sobotor)

Anita Moreno (Trinity member)

Laura Orner (recovery from hip replacement surgery)
Teresa Rodgers (health issues)

Ann Thomas (Trinity member)

Donald Waddell (Trinity member)

Jerry Warner (neighbor of Ruth Sobotor)

Our Long Term Prayer List: 2 months

Alyson (friend of Kathy Wholaver)

Kim Bauer (friend of Ira Lady family)

Ron Ebbert (rehab/recovery)

Dot Gulden (Trinity member)

Jenni Kane (recovery from a fall)

Shelley Kump (hospice care) and Her Family

Peg Lady (Trinity member)

Kevin Lochbaum (friend of Ridinger Family — serious health issues)
Samuel MacPherson (nephew of Josie Pelc — treatments)

Prayer List Submission Guidelines

Names on “Our Prayer List” will run for four weeks, unless otherwise re-
quested. Those names marked with an ( * ) will indicate the fourth week
and be subject to removal. If you wish to have them stay on, please let us
know or the names will be removed from the list. Names on the “Long
Term Prayer List” will run for two months. To place someone on the list,
fill out the following form and give it to an usher, place in the offering
plate, or give it to the church office.

Person:

Which List? Our Prayer List Long Term

Your Name:




Turning and Mending (Again)

Being on the receiving end of sharp language can be heart-
breaking. Indeed, words can wound—or worse. John the Baptiz-
er, a key figure in our Advent narratives, finds himself at odds
with other religious leaders of the time, and uses the tool he
has (language) to call attention to their broken relationship. It’s
unclear what exactly led to this prickly, pointed exchange be-
tween John and the Pharisees and Sadducees, but there is a
growing chasm between them.

“Prepare the way of the Lord,” John cries out in the wilder-
ness, echoing the prophet Isaiah. Isaiah cried out in his own day
centuries prior, testifying to God’s desire to mend the world
(though the world seemed to be at an end). Perhaps John re-
peats Isaiah’s plea in order to remind the people of his day of
God’s intent for all things: for the world to be mended, healed,
made right; for the reign of heaven to be revealed on earth,
here and now. Often, however, mending brokenness requires
honesty first about the wounds that have been inflicted and the
death that has been wrought. With John’s painful honesty, his
strained relationship with other leaders of his time takes a step
toward healing, toward justice, so that a new beginning might
take hold. This is a starting point, as difficult as it may be.

Every Advent, as the church year begins again, we hear the
familiar call: Repent. Turn back to God. Repentance is no easy
thing, but thankfully, God draws us back to this imperative, year
after year, day after day, hour after hour. With infinite mercy,
once again God invites us to turn toward healing, toward jus-
tice, toward the righting of the world, one relationship at a
time.




Announcements for December 7, 2025

i

i

TODAY: Confirmation Class will meet from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at
Trinity. Next Class: Dec. 14.

Dec. 13: Seventh Annual ‘Live Nativity’ will be presented on
Saturday, Dec. 13, from 5 to 7 p.m. in the Bethlehem Lutheran
Church parking lot, 126 Church Street, Bendersville. Come and
celebrate the birth of Jesus with animals, hot cocoa, goodie
bags, carols, storytelling, and a beautiful reenactment of the
Holy Night. This event is hosted by the Bendersville Lutheran
Parish. The event will be cancelled in the event of rain or snow.

Dec. 14: Children’s Choir/Adult Choir Practice will be held
next Sunday, Dec. 14, following the 9 a.m. worship service.
After practice, a pizza lunch will be served to reward everyone
for their hard work and dedication!

Dec. 14: ‘Bonnie’s Mitten Tree’ ... in memory of Bonnie Roth,
is now available in the upstairs vestibule (where the ushers are
located). Your help is needed to decorate it. Bring your dona-
tions of mittens, gloves, scarves, hats, and socks to the church
through Sunday, Dec. 14, and place them on the usher’s table.
These items of warmth and comfort will be used to decorate
the tree. Later, they will be distributed locally by the schools
and local charities to those in need this winter. (See bulletin
boards.)

Dec. 17: Caroling & What’s Cookin’. We are planning a pot-
luck dinner followed by caroling with people of all ages! Join us
at Trinity on Wednesday, Dec. 17, at 6 p.m. for dinner. Caroling
will start around 6:30. (See bulletin boards.)

Dec. 21: Special Christmas Program at Trinity! There will be
a special Christmas program during the 9 a.m. worship hour on
Sunday, Dec. 21. The Youth and Adult Choirs, as well as the
Confirmation Class, will be presenting a program of special
music and readings telling the Christmas Story. Please join us
for this very special Sunday service. There will be a social hour
following the program. All are invited!

Dec. 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be held

at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 24, at Trinity. This will be a
family-oriented service to include Holy Communion. (Dec. 25:
NO Christmas Day Service.)

Staying in Touch with Homebound Members. Before leav-
ing, Pastor Ben asked the Outreach & Service Committee to
have people stay in touch with our homebound members. If you
are interested in visiting and/or calling one of these members,
please contact Jan McQuaid at 717-398-2106.



Join Us at Trinity!

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21st
°* 9:00 am »

Jor a

Special Christmas Program

~ Music and Readings ~

Featuring the ...
Children’s and Adult Choirs




