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(Pastor’s parts) ‒ in light print
ALL join in! ‒ in bold print
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
* THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Ever-living God, author of creation, we give you thanks
for your gift of water that brings life and refreshes the earth.
We bless and praise you, for by water and the Word
we are cleansed from sin and receive everlasting life.
Join us again this day to the saving death of Christ;
renew in us the living fountain of your grace;
and raise us with Christ Jesus to live in newness of life;
for you are merciful, and you love your whole creation,
and with all your creatures we give you glory,
through your Son Jesus Christ, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

Almighty God, who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy
Spirit and forgives us all our sins, strengthen us in all good
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
* GATHERING SONG
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‘Songs of Thankfulness and Praise’
1. Songs of thankfulness and praise,
Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise;
Manifested by the star
To the sages from afar,
Branch of royal David’s stem
In thy birth at Bethlehem:
Anthems be to thee addressed,
God in flesh made manifest.
2. Manifest at Jordan’s stream,
Prophet, priest, and king supreme;
And at Cana wedding guest
In thy Godhead manifest;
Manifest in power divine,
Changing water into wine;
Anthems be to thee addressed,
God in flesh made manifest.
3. Manifest in making whole
Weakened body, fainting soul;
Manifest in valiant fight,
Quelling all the devil’s might;
Manifest in gracious will,
Ever bringing good from ill:
Anthems be to thee addressed,
God in flesh made manifest.
4. Grant us grace to see thee, Lord,
Present in thy holy word;
Grace to imitate thee now
And be pure, as pure art thou;
That we might become like thee
At thy great epiphany,
And may praise thee, ever blest,
God in flesh made manifest.
Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885, alt. Music: Jakob Hintze, 1622-1702; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750.

* GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
* PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice
moves over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
WORD
FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5
1
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth,
2
the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face
of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the
waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.
4
And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the
light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 29
1

Ascribe to the Lord, you gods,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
2
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name;
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
3
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders;
the Lord is upon the mighty waters.
4
The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice;
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.
5
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees;
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6
the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

7

The voice of the Lord
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
8
The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
9
The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe
and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!”
10
The Lord sits enthroned above the flood;
the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore.
11
O Lord, give strength to your people;
give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.
SECOND READING: Acts 19:1-7
1
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior
regions and came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples.
2
He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that
there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you
baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said,
“John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people
to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy
Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.
* GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11
The holy gospel according to Saint Mark the first chapter:
Glory to you, O Lord.
4

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And
people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people

of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed
with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down
and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
9

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was
baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up
out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON

* HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Ben Siebert
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‘When Jesus Came to Jordan’
1. When Jesus came to Jordan to be baptized by John,
He did not come for pardon but as the Sinless One.
He came to share repentance with all who mourn their sins,
To speak the vital sentence with which good news begins.
2. He came to share temptation, our utmost woe and loss,
For us and our salvation to die upon the cross.
So when the dove descended on him, the Son of Man,
The hidden years had ended, the age of grace began.
3. Come, Holy Spirit, aid us to keep the vows we make;
This very day invade us, and every bondage break.
Come, give our lives direction, the gift we covet most:
To share the resurrection that leads to Pentecost.
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000. Music: English folk tune.

* CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our
prayers for the church, the world, and all people in need.
A brief silence.

For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided
by the Holy Spirit they proclaim the forgiveness of sins, let us
pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living
things on earth, that God’s goodness is revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all God has made, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy
both day and night, and for peacemakers amid strife, that God
inspire all people to use their strength wisely, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who show them mercy, for the lonely and those
who provide companionship, for all who suffer, especially those

on our prayer list and those we silently name in our hearts, that
God shower compassion, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the congregation gathered here, for students returning to
school, for those seeking renewal in their daily work, that all the
beloved of God experience grace and peace, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their
labors, that their witness inspire us in our baptismal vocations,
let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent,
for the sake of the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus
Christ our Savior.
Amen.
* THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Let us share signs of peace as we greet one another.

THANKSGIVING
OFFERING
* OFFERTORY: ‘Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful’
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,
And fill to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
That we may be fed with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;
Unite them with the prayers we offer now.
Grace our table with your presence,
And give us a foretaste of the feast to come.
* OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you
open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your
table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through
Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.
Amen.

* LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
* BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

* SENDING SONG
‘Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized’
1. Christ, when for us you were baptized,
God’s Spirit on you came,
As peaceful as a dove, and yet
As urgent as a flame, as urgent as a flame.
2. God called you, “My beloved Son”;
You are God’s servant true,
Sent to proclaim the reign of heav’n,
God’s holy will to do, God’s holy will to do.
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3. Straightway and steadfast until death
You then obeyed the call
To serve with free and willing heart,
To give your life for all, to give your life for all.
4. Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord;
Your cross on us be signed,
That likewise in God’s service we
May perfect freedom find, may perfect freedom find.
Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984, alt. Music: Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561.

* DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
* Postlude
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The Ministers of Worship & Service
Presiding Minister
Pastor Ben Siebert
Organist/Pianist
Ellie Vranich
Choir Director/Vocalist
Amanda Hollabaugh
Administrative Assistant
Kathy Singley
Altar Guild
Robert & Jan McQuaid
Lector
Rick Pelc
Head Counter & Offering Counters
(TBD)
Welcome Visitors: It is a pleasure having you join us for online
worship today. If you would like to offer any comments on your
worship experience at Trinity or have any type of request, please
consider sending us a note to P.O. Box 309, Arendtsville, PA
17303 or office@trinityarendtsville.org.
Giving from 12/22/20 ‒ 1/4/21:

(not available)

MTD & YTD Income/Expenses as of November 2020:
Income
Expenses
Excess Income/Expenses:

November 2020

YTD 2020

$ 7,426.84
12,396.25
($ 4,969.41)

$132,642.96
149,736.56
($17,093.60)

Calendar for 1/10/21 ‒ 1/17/21:
Sunday 1/10
EIMI Confirmation Class (Zoom) 6-7:30 pm
Sunday 1/17
EIMI Confirmation Class (Zoom) 6-7:30 pm
Services Available via Zoom. All are invited to join together
online at 9 a.m. each Sunday now through Jan. 31, 2021, to
share in worship together. Go to: www.trinityarendtsville.org for
the appropriate link.
Sermons and Worship Resources Available. Sermons are
available via Trinity’s podcast. Just search for “Trinity Lutheran
Church: Arendtsville” in iTunes or find them on our Facebook
page. The Trinity website also offers all resources for worship.
Go to: www.trinityarendtsville.org.
Needed: Offering Counters. Offering Counters are needed
to count the offering contributions. It typically only takes about
an hour. If you would like to give it a try or would like more
details, contact Beverly Brilhart at 717-677-4643 or by email at
brilhart.beverly@gmail.com or beverly@trinityarendtsville.org.

SPECIAL NOTICE:

ANNUAL
CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING
• JANUARY 31, 2021 •
11:00 a.m. via ZOOM

On Sunday, Jan. 31, 2021, the Annual Congregational
Meeting will be held at 11 a.m. via Zoom. All members are
welcome and encouraged to attend. With any type of
phone, including a landline, and with most types of computers, attendees should be able to participate.
This meeting will offer review and discussion of reports
of 2020. We will celebrate our successes, review the many
challenges of 2020, and learn what is planned for 2021.
Instructions on how to join the meeting, as well as weekly
Sunday worship, are included in the January letter dated
January 7, 2021, prepared and sent by Pastor Ben. Please
refer to Pastor Ben’s letter and mark your calendars now to
attend!

• PRAYER LIST •
January 10, 2021
Our Prayer List
‘A Friend’
James Altland & Beverly
Dayton & Blake Biesecker
Bob & Doreen
Doug Bower
Theo Bragunier
Deb Brooks
John Brown
Marcia Brown
Heather Wegley Ceryan
Reynolds Christman
Tim Clarenbach
Matthew Coar
Camden Colangelo
Norma Cooley
Charles Costella
Tom Crist
Bonnie Dean
Ginger Deaver
Bryan & Amanda Ebbert
Hunter Paul Eicholtz
Saintasia Elysee
Stella M. Fox
Sally Gardner
Sue Garretson
Rev. Bob & Pam Gray
Dorothy Gulden
Bill Hale
Jon Hall
Clarissa Hammar
Donny Hartzel
Mandy Hartzel
Hunter Herb
Maddie Hill
Patti Hockensmith
Harold Kint
Braden Leonard
Our Long Term Prayer List
Bradon & Jace Arter
Rev. Sharron Blezard

Matt Livelsberger
Rance Lochbaum
Dave Martin
Cindy Maurer
Donald & Joanne May
Cole McCowen
Gary Lee McDannell
Nancy McFeaters
Kim Messinger
Cathy Miller
The Millers
Rev. Eugene Moore
Ike Moore
David Owsley
Geraldine Phillips
Ferd Prehn
Dick & Phyllis Price
Jennifer Rauscher
Chuck Ritter
Carl A. Seils
Charlotte Seitz
Charlotte Sites
Brave Michael Smith
Ida Staub
Sue Stuffle
Jerry & Peggy Tyson
Shelly Vought & Family
Jude Walz
David & Bea Waybright
Judy Wegley
Tim Woodward
Bob Wright
Donald & Linda Yingling
 Family & Friends of
Stephen Phillips

Lester & Dorothy Carey
Erin Cipriani

Maizey Clayton
Gage Cordero
Bradley Deckert
Alyssa Eastridge
Kristi Ebbert
John Emanuele
Beverly Hartlaub
Luci Hartman
Tina Hollabaugh
Creta Jacobs
Anthony Kane
Crystal Kettle
Jason King
Amy Lee
Stephanie Luengren
Sam MacPherson
Revs. Terry & Susan McCarthy

Shirley Menges
Lorenzo Moreno
Roy 'Chip' Plank III
Larry Riley
Daniele Serro
Brian Smith
Laura Starner
Peggy Swartz
Robert Vogelsong
Barry Warrenfeltz
Beatrice Weinreich
Derek Wolfe
 Grant Bailey, Jorden Trostel,
and All Our Service Men
and Women





Prayer List Submission Guidelines
Names on “Our Prayer List” will run for four weeks, unless otherwise
requested. Those names with an ( * ) have been on the list for four
weeks. If you wish to have them stay on, please let us know or the
names will be moved to the “Long Term Prayer List.” Names on the
“Long Term Prayer List” run indefinitely. Let us know when they
should be removed. To place someone on the list, fill out the following form and give it to an usher, place in the offering plate or give
it to the church office.
Person: _________________________________________________
Which List? ____________Our Prayer List ___________Long Term
Your Name: ______________________________________________

A Hitch in the Story
Was it wildfire nerve? Unchecked audacity? Holy purpose?
The hammering of parents’ expectations? Maybe the privilege of
being kin to Jesus? Or was it eccentricity as peculiar as his diet
and wardrobe? What desire drove John to the wilderness, into
the water of the Jordan? What ignited his fiery proclamation of
repentance and forgiveness? What current pulled crowds from
city and country into the water?
One can say, rightly, that it was ordained by God, compelled
by the Holy Spirit, predicted by an angel. Yet there is a hitch in
the story. Four easily missed but utterly important words gum up
the works of any timid or tidy explanations: “I am not worthy”
(Mark 1:7).
Something in John’s four words opens the baptismal story to
torrents of wonder, floods of hope, drenching relief and recovery.
For some years the two friends had been together through
what we often call the thick and the thin. They knew this and
that, bits and pieces, the here and there of one another’s lives.
And not only the trivial. They probed each other’s shadowed
corridors and crumbling edges. Still, there were secrets, withholdings. One day, for reasons wrapped with nothing but the
ragged swaddling of unaccountable grace, one said to the other,
“It has been such a long, lonely journey, carrying a suitcase
filled with secrets, the shames and deceptions I’ve folded and
packed.” Then he began to tell. To confess. A repenting, a turning. His friend’s eyes filled with tears that watered his cheeks
and dripped into his lap. All he could say through the flood was,
“I love you all the more.”
Born literally of grace, breaking the dam of John’s four words,
“I am not worthy,” is one stronger word, the word of the more
powerful one: forgiveness. To John and to us who say, “I am not
worthy,” Jesus answers, “Yes, yes, yes, you are.”

Announcements for January 10, 2021
 SUNDAYS: EIMI Confirmation Classes Meet. EIMI Confirma-

tion Classes (typically 7th-8th grade youth) are currently meeting on their weekly scheduled Sundays from 6 to 7:30 p.m. via
Zoom. If questions, please see Pastor Ben for more information. TODAY: EIMI Confirmation Class to meet.

 Jan. 13: Deadline for 2020 Annual Reports. For those who

will be submitting annual reports, please begin giving thought
to your activities summary of your committee or ministry. Your
report(s) are being requested to the church office on or before
Jan. 13. If in need of guidance, see previous year’s report or
contact the church office for more information.

 Jan. 20: What’s Cookin’! The next session

of What’s Cookin’ for all youth (Pre-K to
Grade 6) is scheduled for Wednesday,
Jan. 20, via Zoom. Please save the date!
The youth will have the opportunity to enjoy
another special Bible story. If questions,
contact Ellie Vranich at 717-677-4431.

 Jan. 31: Annual Congregational Meeting is scheduled for

Sunday, Jan. 31, at 11 a.m. via Zoom. This meeting can be
attended by computer or by phone. This is the time of year
when reports for 2020 will be reviewed. We will celebrate our
successes, review the many challenges of 2020, and learn
what is planned for 2021. Save the date!

 Council Members Needed: If you ever felt a calling to become

a member of Trinity’s Council, now is a great time. We have
several openings available. We would love to have some new
faces bringing new ideas to the Council. It is very rewarding to
know that you are an important part of the decision making process of Trinity. We ask that you prayerfully consider joining and
making a difference. If interested, please contact Pastor Ben,
Ted Brilhart, or any current member of council.

 Offering Envelopes for 2021. The 2021 Offering Envelopes

are available in the upstairs narthex (on the table outside the
sanctuary). If anyone has changes for 2021 or does not have
envelopes but would like to receive them, please contact Beverly Brilhart at 717-677-4643, brilhart.beverly@gmail.com, or
beverly@trinityarendtsville.org. With current restrictions, please
feel free to contact the church office if you would like to arrange
for pickup of your 2021 envelopes.

